English 10- Course Information and Syllabus

Basha High School

Instructor:
 Mrs. Lindsay Daly





Room:

 F208






Phone:              480-224-2250
 

E-mail:
 daly.lindsay@cusd80.com
Website: 
 www.bashabears.com (find the link to my personal site on the faculty page)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

Welcome to English 10! This course places emphasis on reading and analyzing both literary and informational texts, developing research skills, and writing arguments, expository, and narrative compositions.  As the year progresses we will develop critical thinking, speaking and listening skills, grammar concepts, increase literature complexity, and enhance vocabulary.
OUR LITERATURE:

Each quarter we will read an extended text (novel, memoir, play, etc.) as well other thematically related short stories, poems, essays, articles, or speeches.  Listed below are just a few of our titles:

· Of Mice and Men –Steinbeck

· The Book Thief –Zusak

· Antigone –Sophocles

· Othello –Shakespeare 

· “Hope Despair, and Memory” –Wiesel 

· “To a Mouse” - Burns

· “Love Sonnet LXVI” –Neruda

· The Myth of Medusa

*While each of these texts are exceptional, they are not set in stone.  This list may have substitutions, deletions, or additions (while still adhering to CUSD’s adopted reading list/text) based on the needs of students.  This is at the discretion of the teacher.
REQUIRED SUPPLIES

· A composition notebook

· A designated binder (or section of a binder) for English
· several blue or black pens

· at least one colored pen for editing (red, pink, orange, green, etc.)

· enough pencils and lead for the entire year 

· enough college ruled paper for the entire year
· Highlighters (preferably 4 different colors)
· A valid, school appropriate email address (g-mail is preferred)
· An agenda/planner
RESEARCH PROJECT

This is your chance.  To learn about something of YOUR choice.  To work toward a goal YOU create.  To help a cause with YOUR talents, gifts, skills.  All with the unpatrolled support of your English teacher. 
To summarize, the project has a different focus each year:


9th grade will choose an issue and begin the annotated bibliography and a portion of the proposal. 


10th grade will create an annotated bibliography and revisit the proposal.


11th grade will create the research paper using the bibliography and proposal.


12th grade will take action on their issue by implementing their research through individual projects.

During this process, we hope you are able to gain REAL WORLD skills, as well as skill that will help you in your education beyond English 10.

Students should maintain their records and products electronically for each year’s worth of work. They will need to be able to access and add to them each year. Depending of the circumstances, should students lose their work, be unable to access their work, or change their issue, they may be required to complete portions of the research assignments from previous years. 

GRADES
Grade Scale:


Grades will be weighted as follows:

	Practice
	30%

	Writing Process
	35%

	Formal Assessments
	35%


A= 90-100%

B= 80-89%

C=70-79%

D=60-69%

F= 59-50%

PARENT/STUDENT ONLINE ACCESS:

Parents and students can access their child’s grades through Infinite Campus.  
NOTE: There is a student portal and a parent portal; parents shouldn’t be using the students’ passwords and vice versa.

TARDIES

A tardy is defined as not being in your seat ready to go when the bell rings.  The consequences for tardies are as follows:

· 1-2 tardies = verbal reminder of tardy policy from the teacher. 

· 3 tardies = parent phone call and detention after school for 30 minutes

· 4 or more tardies = referral to administration and further disciplinary action 
HOMEWORK, LATE WORK, AND MAKE-UP WORK
· Homework: Assignments will be due on their due date.  Excuses such as “my printer broke” are unacceptable.

· Late Work:  You will receive three homework passes per semester which will allow a completed homework assignment, worth 30 or fewer points, to be turned in late. Once you run out of passes, you are out of opportunities to turn in late work.  Should there be extenuating circumstances, please speak with me, your benevolent English teacher (, and a plan for completion may become an option.
· Excused absences: You have as many days to make up work for an excused absence as days missed.  All major projects and essays must be turned in on the given due date whether absent or not (due dates are given well in advance). Make-up work for each day will be available upon request, and most often on my teacher webpage. Test make-up must be arranged with the teacher immediately after missing a test!!!  
· Unexcused absences: Unexcused work will receive no credit. 
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM

The teachers of Basha High School sincerely hope that you are not considering taking the easy way out when the going gets tough. Students who cheat or plagiarize will receive serious consequences, which could result in a 0.  In addition to handing in a paper copy of formal writing assignments, students will be required to submit final drafts to turnitin.com, a website which will help Basha teachers combat plagiarism as well as work, teach, and grade in an online format. If a student does not have Internet access at home, he/she will need to make arrangements to use the library computers before school, during lunch, or after school.  

Mrs. Daly’s Class Expectations and Policies

Basha High School teachers are charged with providing the best education possible, not only to meet Arizona state standards, but also to provide students with success in their future. In order to achieve that end, the classroom environment must be fair and equitable for all students.  Thus, please observe the following general rules:

1. RESPECT for each other’s IDEAS, PERSON, and PROPERTY will be encouraged and rewarded in our classroom at all times. 
2. LANGUAGE is a reflection of character. Negative comments, swearing, and name-calling of any kind, or inappropriate words or language, will not be tolerated in our classroom at any time!  Please see the diversity statement below.

3. Please come to class PREPARED to learn and participate every day, which includes bringing all necessary materials and a willingness to learn.

4. ACTIVE LISTENING will be encouraged in our classroom at all times, which means that students will be quiet and direct their attention to whomever “has the floor” until it is their turn to contribute to the discussion. 
5. Besides bottled water, there is NO FOOD or DRINK allowed in the classroom.

6. You must sign out when leaving the classroom for any reason, including bathroom breaks.

7. Don’t wait for me- get started!  Your warm-up will always be posted and self-explanatory, so there is no reason for you not to get started RIGHT AWAY.  

8. Since every student in my class earns their own grade, every student is expected to do their own work.  

9. Ask for help if you need it!  I’m here to help you be successful.
DIVERSITY STATEMENT
All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As members of the Basha High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.   

DISCIPLINE CHAIN OF EVENTS

The discipline chain of events typically goes as follows:  

1) verbal warning  

2) conference with an unhappy teacher after class  

3) parent notification  

4) referral

I reserve the right to accelerate the discipline chain of events at any time based on the severity of the infraction.
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